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The Fascist institutions connected with education constitute
the most striking feature of the new 'era' in this field. The
Party itself had no direct educational task; but the organizations
which were set up under its impulse or sprang from it promised,
or threatened, to give a completely new appearance, and perhaps
a new heart, to the masses of people subject to education. The
Opera Nazionale Balilla (O.N.B.), the Fasci Giovanili di Com-
battimento, the Giovani Fasciste, later on united in one single
institution under the name of Gioventu Italiana del Littorio y tried
to monopolize the physical and political education of the young,
and partly succeeded. The Gruppi Universitari Fasdsti (G.U.F.)
aimed at giving a great impulse and a new frame, of the type of a
Procrustean bed, to the competitive and intellectual initiative of
university students. The Opera Nazionale Dopolavoro (O.N.D.)
and the National Institute of Fascist Culture addressed them-
selves to the masses of adults; all cultural activities of a middle or
lower degree were sponsored and controlled by these bodies;
sports, excursions and competitions, theatre and cinema for the
masses, and popular arts received through them a more or less
marked Fascist stamp.
Organizations of this kind tried to insinuate themselves into
the official frame of the State institutions. The most important
example is the O.N.B. Although it bore a definite political
character, and had come to life inside or just outside the Party,
it acquired an official status and became a section of the depart-
ment of National Education. Its aims were not restricted to
physical education or training in political and military enthu-
siasm; large numbers of elementary schools were put under its
direct control and management. This arrangement did not
work; the Fascist institutions were not able to become com-
pletely State institutions; the O.N.B. having given way to the
Gioventu Italiana del Littorio, the separation between youth
organizations, under the Party, and school institutions, under
the Ministry of Education, became final. But the interference
did not end: physical education for the schools was allotted to
the Gioventu Italiana del Littorio; and the secretary of the Party
having become a member of the Cabinet in his own right, the
organizations depending on him had a new official status.
The activities of some of these organizations, e.g., the Gioventu
Italiana del Littorio and the O.N.D., included the setting up of
schools and colleges; this side, however, did not develop in such
a way as really to compete with the existing school system; it
remained no more than an attempt, and not by any means a
successful one. Where the competition succeeded was in the
province of adult education; a rather restricted province, how-